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Hu u gej lura mix-xoghol ir-Ronnie ra folla nies thares lejn is-sema u waqaf biex

jara x’gara.
“Mrs Grech harbilha I-qattus, tela’ hemm fuq, u ma jistax jinzel. Isimghu x’jibki.”

‘Hemm fuq’ kien il-bejt ta’ dar qadima b’zewg sulari li kienet ilha maghluga s-snin
u li kienet qed taqa’ bi¢ca bicca.

“Min jaf kieku titla’ tara tagbdux?” fenda Gorg |-Ghawdxi kif ra lir-Ronnie b’rasu
mghollija. “Jien ghandi dahri maqsum, ghax kieku ili li tlajt.”

“U jien ukoll,” kompla I-Avukat Chircop, “imma jekk nitla’ fl-gholi nibza’ li jtini
[-mejt u naqa’ ghal isfel.”

“Hekk le,” ziedet il-mara tas-Surgent Gatt, li kellha hobza f’id wahda u basket

mimli basal fl-ohra. “Ahjar imut il-qattus milli tmut int.”

“Ahjar ma jmut hadd,” hatfitha n-neputija ta’ Mrs Grech, li kienet taf x’kien
ifisser dak il-qattus ghal zitha.

“X’tahseb, Ronnie?” rega’ Gorg |-Ghawdxi meta ra li kulhadd qal dak li kellu
jghid.

“Jien kieku nitla’, imma m’ghandix sellum,” wiegbu r-Ronnie bit-tama li b’hekk
jehlisha hafif.

“Ghal dagshekk malajr nirrangaw. Norbtu zewg slielem flimkien u naslu.”

F’kemm trodd salib hekk ghamlu. U r-Ronnie sab ruhu b’siequ fuq |-ewwel

skaluna.
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“Itla’, itla’, thabbel rasek xejn,” ghamillu I-qalb Gorg. “Jien se nzommlok

is-sellum biex ma jizzerzagx. Itla’ bil-mod u tharisx 'l isfel.”
Skaluna wara |-ohra r-Ronnie wasal fuq il-bejt.

“Ara fejn tmidd riglejk ghax ix-xorok imkissrin u tibqa’ niezel,” ipprova jiftahlu
ghajnejh I-Avukat Chircop.

“Hemm gieghed il-Mi¢u?” riedet tkun taf in-neputija ta’ Mrs Grech.
“Oqghod attent li ma naghmlux xi storja,” wissietu |-mara tas-Surgent Gatt.
Ir-Ronnie ma semaghhomx.

Malli I-gattus induna li kien hemm xi hadd fil-qrib, ma bagax inewwah. Imbaghad
rega’ beda. Ir-Ronnie mexa bil-mod lejn tank kollu sadid in-naha I-ohra tac-cint,
tela’ fuq gebla, ghola fuq il-ponot ta’ subghajh, zamm max-xifer tat-tank u
ttawwal ghal gewwa.

“Hemm xi dhalt taghmel?” stagsa lill-qattus malli lemhu. Imbaghad kompla
jitkellem wahdu. “Tghidli qalbi xamm xi gurdien, qabez warajh fit-tank, imbaghad
ma setax johrog. Dejjem hekk jaghmlu.”

Malli sema’ I-kliem, il-qattus beda jigri mwerwer minn naha ghal ohra tat-tank.
Imbaghad waqaf, dawwar rasu ’l fuq, u baqa’ jhares i¢¢assat b’ghajnejh imberrqa
lejn dik ir-ras kbira li ghattietlu |-ftit dawl li kien baqa’ fis-sema wara nzul

iX-xemx.
“Issa x’se naghmlu biex nohorguk minn hemm?” habbel rasu r-Ronnie.

Fil-grib kien hemm satal taz-zingu b’habel irqiq mitlug magenbu. Meta kien
waqaghlu |-qattus fil-bir hekk kien salvah. Min jaf dan jafx dags I-iehor? Rabat
il-habel mal-ghalaq tas-satal u nizzlu bil-mod f’giegh it-tank. Il-qattus dahal
fil-barmil u r-Ronnie beda jigbdu 'l fuq qisu ged itella’ I-ilma.
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Kif ra li I-qattus wasal f’xifer it-tank, ir-Ronnie pprova jagbdu, il-qattus girfu
girfa fonda f'wiccu, tar mis-satal u harab jigri jagbez il-bjut fi trigtu lejn il-bejt
ta’ Mrs Grech.

Bid-demm i¢arcar ma’ wi¢¢u r-Ronnie gholla siequ fuq i¢-¢int u rega’ beda niezel

mas-sellum.

“Mid-dehra m’ghamilna xejn,” gerger |I-Ghawdxi meta rah niezel.

“Jien ghedtilkom li ma jingalax. Ma nafx x’fettlilkom tghidu lilu,” kompla |-Avukat
Chircop.

“Kieku ma kellix dahri magsum, kont nitla’ jien.”

“U kieku mhux ghax inbati bil-mejt, kieku ili li salvajtu.”

Kif wasal fuq |-ahhar skaluna mart is-Surgent Gatt indunat li kellu girfa kbira

f'wiccu.

“Hemm xi gralek, Ronnie?” qaltlu b’idha ma’ geddumha.

“Girifni u harab.”

“Mela sibtu?”

“Sibtu, salvajtu, u harab.”

“Mela stajt ma salvajtu xejn,” qallu b’dahqa kiesha |-Avukat Chircop.

“Mur xarrabha Ron, u aghmlilha xi haga biex ma tiddennilekx,” qaltlu mart

is-Surgent Gatt, li donnha kienet I-unika wahda li thassritu.

Ir-Ronnie kien ga dar il-kantuniera u n-nies ga kienet bdiet titferrex meta waslet
bla nifs fuq il-post in-neputija ta’ Mrs Grech, li kienet marret tghidilha x’qed jigri.

“II-Miéu gie lura! Iz-zija semghetu jibki fuq il-bejt u telghet tiftahlu. Kemm ferah
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meta raha! U hi wkoll, kemm bkiet meta ratu
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“Dawn I-annimali bravi wisq,” kompla maghha s-Sindku Parnis Marmara li kien

ghadu kemm sema’ |-istorja. “Kemm jafu jsibuha t-triqg meta jintilfu!”

“Jithmu aktar mill-bnedmin. Jien ghandi qattus...”

U baqghu sejrin hekk.

Fil-kamra tal-banju r-Ronnie kien ged jaghfas xugaman ma’ wiccu biex jipprova

jwaqqaf id-demm.



