[I-Hrafa tax-Xhur

Rakkont ghat-Tielet sena tal-Primarja

Darba wahda kien hemm mara xiha u fqira li kienet tghix wahidha. Lejla wahda kien
dawl ta’ qamar mill-isbah u x-xwejha ddecidiet li tmur passiggata. Telqget lejn 1l-
kampanja u tant hadet gost timxi li xejn ma ndunat li kienet dahlet gol-foresta. U wara
ftit indunat li kienet intilfet.

“X’wahda din, issa fejn se nistrieh matul il-1ej1?” bdiet tghid bejnha u bejn ruhha.
Imma f’daqqa wahda, ix-xwejha tilmah bhal dawl ckejken fil-boghod. Hadet ir-ruh
hekk kif lemhitu u bdiet miexja lejh. Wara ftit indunat li dak id-dawl li rat kien gej
minn tieqa ta’ dwejra mrekkna qalb is-sigar. Ix-xwejha ma damitx ma waslet hdejn il-
bieb tad-dar. Habbtet u gie jifthilha zaghzugh fuq tieghu.

“X’ghandek bzonn, nann?” staqsieha z-zaghzugh hekk kif lemahha ... u minnufih ix-
xwejha qaltlu kif kienet intilfet fil-foresta u ma kellhiex fejn tghaddi 1-lejl.

“Tibza’ xejn,” kompla jghidilha z-zaghzugh. Tista’ tibqa’ tqatta’ 1-lejl hawn maghna
... mieghi u ma’ huti.”

IX-xiha dahlet fid-dar u f"daqqa wahda tilmah quddiemha tnax-il zaghzugh.

“Il-lejla t-tajba, nann,” qalulha dawk iz-zghazagh.

“Il-lejl it-tajjeb uliedi,” wegbithom ix- xwejha. Wieched minnhom gabilha x’tickol u
x’tixrob u wara li kielet, ix-xiha poggiet fuq pultruna go nofshom.

“Nann, x’jidhirlek minn Jannar?” staqsicha dak iz- zaghzugh li kien fethilha 1-bieb.
“Eh, Jannar mimli barka u sliem,” wegbitu x-xwejha. “Igibilna x-Xita u jkabbrilna I-
hxejjex. U x-xemx ta’ Jannar m’hawnx isbah minnha. Ix-xjuh ta’ dari kienu jghidu,
“meta x-xemx issahhan f’Jannar, fis-sajf ikollok biex timla d-dar!”

1z- zaghzugh deher li ha gost b’dan il-kliem tax-xiha. Minnufih qabez zaghzugh ichor
u stagsieha:

“Allura x’tghidilna dwar Frar!”

“Frar fawwar jimla I-bjar!” kompliet ix-xiha. “U fi Frar kull xitla bl-inwar... jigifieri s-
sigar jibdew jimtlew bil-weraq u I-fjuri biex jahsbu ghall-frott. Frar xahar bzonnjuz
hatna.”

“U Marzu? X’jidhirlek minn Marzu?” staqsieha zaghzugh iehor.



“Marzu x-xahar tar-rebbiegha,” tbissmet ix- xwejha, “Il-kampanja tfur bil-hajja.
Nibdew naraw il-friefet u I-ghasafar jaghmlu 1-bejta.” Wiehed wara 1-iehor kull
zaghzugh beda jistagsiha dwar ix-xhur tas-sena u x-xiha sabet xi haga sabiha f’kull
xahar. April galet li huwa x-xahar tal-bnazzi meta I-jum jidher sewwa li beda jitwal.
Lil Mejju sejhitlu x-xahar tal-ward u I-fjuri u Gunju x-xahar tal-gid meta 1-bdiewa
jahsdu I-qamh mill-ghelieqi taghhom. Qaltilhom li Lulju kien ix-xahar tal-bahar u tal-
hut. Awwissu kien xahar mill-isbah ghax jimliena bil-frott. Kompliet tghidilhom li
Settembru kien ix-xahar tal-ghasir tal-gheneb, tar-rummien u ta’ San Martin. Ottubru
u Novembru kienu x-xhur tal-gabra tal-familja waqt li Dicembru huwa x-xahar sabih
tal-Milied. 1z-zghazagh kollha hadu gost jisimghu dan il-kliem u f’"daqqa wahda x-
xiha indunat li kien beda jisbah.

“Issa jiena nigi nwasslek sa tarf il-foresta,” qalilha z-zaghzugh il-kbir, “imma qabel
titlaq nixtiequ naghtuk dan!” U mal-kelma, iz-zaghzugh newlilha bastun.

“Meta tasal 1d-dar, zomm il-bastun f’idek u ghidlu, aghmel li ghandek taghmel. U
meta tkun tridu jeqaf ghidlu Saqqaf!”

IX- xwejha rringrazzjathom u flimkien maz- zaghzugh qabdet trigtha lejn id-dar.
Tistghu tahsbu kif kienet fuq ix-xwiek biex tara dak il-bastun x’kien se jaghmel. Malli
waslet go darha gabdet il-bastun f’idha u qaltlu:

“Aghmel 1i ghandek taghmel!”

F’daqqa wahda dak il-bastun beda jagbez u joghla u jferrex fugha xita ta’ liri tad-
deheb. Ix-xiha langas riedet temmen lil ghajnejha. L-art tal-kamra taghha mtliet kollha
liri tad-deheb. Meta giet f’sensiha x-xiha galtlu:

“Saqqgaf!”

U I-bastun waqaf.

“Issa kif se nagbad nghoddhom dawn il-flus kollha,” bdiet tghid ix-xwejha bejnha u
bejn ruhha.

U minnufih ftakret fil-gara taghha, li kienet furnara.

Mela din il-gara kellha 1-forn kbir u kienet tbigh il-hobz. Imma kienet mara qalbha
hazina hafna u ghalkemm kienet taf li dik ix-xwejha kienet mara fqira, qatt ma kienet
thenn ghaliha. Qatt ma tatha mqar loqgma hobz biex titrejjaq.

“Immur nitlobha tislifni s-siegh,” hasbet ix-xiha, “is-siegh li bih tkejjel id-dqiq.
B’hekk inkun naf kemm ghandi flus!”



U hekk ghamlet. Imma meta x-xwejha talbitha tislitha s-siegh, il-furnara bdiet thares
lejha bl-ikrah u bejnha u bejn ruhha galet: “Dan x’jista’ ghandha xi tkejjel, mara fqira
bhal dik!?”

U ta’ mara makakka li kienet, gabel ma silfitha s-siegh, wahhlitlu bi¢¢a ghagina fil-
giegh biex tara ghal xiex kieket se tuzah.

Tistghu tahsbu I-furnara kif baqghet skantata meta x-xiha marret taghtiha s-siegh lura
u mal-ghagina tal-qiegh sabet imwahhla lira tad-deheb. U tant bdiet tredden u
tistagsiha mnejn gabet dawk il-flus kollha ... u tant damet tiffittaha li sa fl-ahhar ix-
xwejha galtilha bil-bi¢c¢a kollha. II-furnara mtliet bil-ghira u wahhlitha f’mohhha li
dak il-lejl stess tmur fil-foresta biex tfittex id-dar fejn kienu jghixu dawk iz-zghazagh.
U hekk ghamlet... telget timxi u timxi u wara saghtejn mixi sabet id-dar bid-dawl
jixghel fit-tieqa. Sabet kollox kif galtilha x-xwejha. Giet, fethilha z-zaghzugh il-kbir,
tawha tiekol u wara l-ikel iz- zaghzugh saqsieha:

“Allura Nann, x’tghidilna dwar Jannar!”

Minnufih il-furnara qarrset wic¢cha:

“Jannar m’hawnx aghar minnu!” qabzet tghidlu, “Hlief kesha u maltemp ma jafx
jaghtina. Puh kemm ma nahmlux!”

“U x’jidhirlek minn Frar?” staqsieha t-tieni zaghzugh.

“Xi tridu jidhirli?” kompliet tgerger il-furnara, “gwapp daqgs Jannar. Kesha fina u xita
ma taqta’ xejn. Isakkarna gewwa qisna grieden!”

U hekk baqghet sejra, tgerger u tmaqdar kull xahar li jsemmulha.

Qalet li Marzu kien ix-xahar tal-kesha. Lil April ghajritu xahar mignun, ghax filli tkun
ix-xemx u filli x-xita. Mejju galet li kien jistordiha bl-irjieh li jaf jagla’. F’Gunju tibda
s-shana u l-qtugh ta’ nifs. Lulju u Awwissu qalet i mhawnx aghar minnhom ghax
jixwuha bix-xemx qalila taghhom. Settembru kien ix-xahar mishut tar-rih isfel, u
Novembru u Di¢embru jergghu jgibu I-kesha u d-dlam. F’kull xahar sabet xi haga
hazina u maqdrithom kollha kemm huma.

Qabel ma I-furnara telqet lura lejn darha, iz-zaghzugh il-kbir qalilha: “Ha, Zzomm dan
il-bastun. Meta tasal id-dar ghidlu Aghmel 1i ghandek taghmel. U meta tkun tridu
jeqaf ghidlu Saqqaf!”

[l-furnara telget tigri bla nifs lejn darha. Kellha seba’ mitt sena sa ma tasal biex tara
dawk il-liri tad-deheb nizlin jitferrxu fugha. Imma malli lill-bastun galtlu “Aghmel li
ghandek taghmel!” dan beda jigri warajha u jcaqcqilha kemm jiflah fuq saqajha.



Kemm bdiet tigri u tghajjat il-furnara. U bil-qatgha li kellha fugha nsiet x’suppost
kellha tghidlu biex jieqaf. Tghidx kemm damet tigri mad-dar, bil-bastun jigri warajha,
sa ma ftakret il-kelmiet u gatlu: “Saqqaf”

Bir-rabja li kellha, il-furnara gabdet il-bastun, qasmitu fi tnejn u rmietu ’l barra mit-
tiega. Imma dak il-hin sewwa, minn quddiem id-dar taghha nzerta ghaddej xwejjah
fqir, li meta lemah dak il-bastun magsum, wagqaf ihares lejh u qal: “Kemm hu sabih
dal-bastun. Dan niehdu u nsewwih!”

U hekk ghamel. Hadu d-dar, sewwieh u beda juzah.

Darba wahda, bla ma jaf kif, gew go mohhu I-kelmiet: “Aghmel li ghandek taghmel!”

U malli gal dan il-kliem, il-bastun beda jferra’ fuqu xita ta’ liri tad-deheb.



